
WHAT IS THE STATE WATERRESOURCES CONTROL BOARD?
Created by the State Legislature in 1967, theState Water Resources Control Board’smission is to ensure the highest reasonablequality water and divide it to achieve a balanceof beneficial uses.  The joint authority ofwater allocation and water quality protectionenables the State Board to providecomprehensive protection for California'swater.
The State Board consists of five full-timesalaried members, each filling a differentspecialty position.  Board members areappointed to four-year terms by the Governorand confirmed by the Senate.
WHAT ARE THE REGIONAL WATERQUALITY CONTROL BOARDS?
There are nine Regional Water Quality ControlBoards. Their mission is to preserve andenhance the quality of California's waterresources and ensure proper allocation andefficient and beneficial use for present andfuture generations.  The Regional Boardsrecognize local differences in climate,topography, geology and hydrology.
Each Regional Board has nine part-timemembers who are also appointed by theGovernor and confirmed by the Senate. TheRegional Boards develop basin plans for theirhydrologic areas, issue waste dischargepermits, take enforcement action againstviolators and monitor water quality.

DIVISIONS OF THE STATE BOARD
There are three divisions in the State Board:Water Quality, Water Rights and Clean WaterPrograms.
Water QualityThe Division of Water Quality works toprotect California water through watershedmanagement principles.  Both point andnonpoint sources of pollution are targetedfor application of these principles.
The State and Regional Boards’ version ofwatershed management, the WatershedManagement Initiative, attempts to achievethe water quality goals in all of California’swatersheds by supporting the developmentof local solutions to local problems with thefull participation of all affected parties.
Along with the U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency, the State and Regional Boardseffectively direct state and federal funds tothe highest priority local watershed solutions.
Water Rights
Anyone wanting to divert water from a streamor river not adjacent to his or her propertymust first apply for a water right permitfrom the State Board.  The State Boardissues permits for water rights specifyingamounts, conditions and constructiontimetables for diversion and storage.  Decisionsreflect water availability, recognizing priorrights and flows needed to preserve instreamuses, such as recreation and fish habitat,
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and whether the diversion is in the public
interest.
Clean Water Programs
The State Board has several programs tohelp local agencies and individuals preventor clean up pollution of the state’s water:

• Low interest loans are available fromthe State Revolving Fund for wastewatertreatment, water recycling,implementation of nonpoint source andstorm drainage pollution controlmanagement programs, andimplementation of estuary conservationand management programs.
• Grants are available to smallcommunities for wastewater treatment.
• Low interest loans are available fromthe Water Recycling Loan Program forwastewater recycling.
• Low interest loans are available fromthe Seawater Intrusion Control LoanProgram for the control of seawaterintrusion into potable water aquifers.
• Grants are available from theUnderground Storage Tank CleanupFund to help individual tank ownersclean up petroleum products that haveleaked into the ground.

The task of protecting and enforcing themany uses of water, including the needs ofindustry, agriculture, municipal districts andthe environment is an ongoing challenge forthe State and Regional Boards.
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